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Scene setting:  The EU in general has good transport infrastructure
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Source: adapted from World Economic Forum, Global Competitiveness Report

Global Infrastructure ranking, 2019

The EU has decent level of infrastructure

EU countries rank very high in terms of 
the quality of transport infrastructure.

However, there are strong regional 
differences between countries, with 
Northern and Western Europe ranking on 
top, while Eastern and Southern Europe 
showing important deficiencies  



Deep dive:  Slovenia has some key gaps in transport infrastructure
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Value

World
ranking

(141 countries)
Score

(out of 100)

Slovenia infrastructure ranking



Outlook:  about EUR 2 tn per year will be needed in transport infrastructure worldwide
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Policies & trends impacting transport infrastructure

Trans-European Network - Transport
The overall investment cost of TEN-T, 
has been estimated at around EUR 
900 billion

Source: adapted from Europe Commission, McKinsey

Increasing digitalisation willingness
43% of Europeans willing to use 
mobile services more frequently



Key trend: users want to use digital mobile service more frequently
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Source: adapted from BGG from questionnaire with 8,000 respondents

User willingness to use digital mobile services if they are more widespread

European average of 
43% of users who will 
likely or definitely use 
digital mobile 
services if they are 
more widespread



So… how does digital transport infrastructure differ from the “normal” approach
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Infrastructure investment criteria Digital project characteristics

Source: EIB, adapted from McKinsey



In practice: how to deliver digital components in the procurement process 
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• Introduce 
requirements  for 
digitalisation 
components and 
performance levels 
at design stage
• Guarantee 

standardisation and 
interoperability of 
digital  solutions

Allow for smaller 
digital start-ups with 
small business 
volumes and little 
project experience but 
proven solutions, to 
bid for large(r) 
contracts

• Introduce dedicated 
procurement rules for 
digital components

Source: EIB, adapted from McKinsey

Standard procurement process and proposed changes



The Bank provides financing for all types of digital transport infrastructure  
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From the traditional projects…

To the more exotic ones…

Digitalisation NEVER STOPS and requires 

CONSTANT INVESTMENT!!

European Rail Traffic Management System (ERTMS)

Air Navigation infrastructure and systems

Road tolling schemes

Traffic flow management & control systems

Vessel Traffic Systems

Electrical and hydrogen vehicle and vessel charging infrastructure

Ride-Hailing applications and services

Drone safety and security services



Thank you!

t.lopes@eib.org


